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Abstract of the Seminar: Legal empowerment of the poor has been a new conceptual instrument for legal aid 

and poverty eradication, indicating a paradigm shift from what was conventionally narrowly focused on courts, 

lawyers and state institutions to a broader concept that goes beyond the confine of formal legal systems and 

extends the reach of civil society and capacity-building of the underprivileged. In recent years, a growing number 

of domestic and international legal aid projects have been implemented by the staff members of grassroots NGOs, 

namely ‘paralegals’ or ‘non-lawyer specialists’ in the discourse of international development agencies. This study 

contributes to the knowledge base by giving an empirical account of NGO paralegals who work in the area of labor 

rights protection in China. Based on empirical and comparative analyses, the study aims to facilitate the 

understanding of the legal empowerment work by NGO paralegals in China, and to distill specific elements that 

the Chinese model shares with international experience. 

 
Speaker biography: Pan Xuanming received his Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in law at Sun Yat-sen 

University in China, and completed his PhD at the Faculty of Law, the Chinese University of Hong Kong in 2012. 

His research interests include labor law, Chinese law, dispute resolution and interdisciplinary legal studies. His 

doctoral thesis focused on the role of the Chinese state in the making of professional and non-professional legal 

mechanisms. He will be an R. Randle Edwards Fellow at Columbia Law School for the 2013 spring semester.   

 

All are welcome! If you would like to attend, please register by 17:00, 14 January 2013 

via http://nems.law.cuhk.edu.hk/online-registration/?event_id=329    

 A lunch will be served. 
(Registrations will be accepted on a first come first served basis.) 
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